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VIOLET  COTTAGE, 

LLANDOVERY, 

July  30TH,  1949 

To  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Llandovery 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  Honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1948. 

Statistics  and  Social  Condition  of  the  Area 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ....  1,266 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  1,826 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  581 


Rateable  Value  ... 

j£7»"  1 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£26 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Rate 

per  1,000  civil  population — 15.8  as  compared  with  17.9  for  England  and  Wales 

M 

F 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

26 

13 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Still  Births  — Legitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths 

Rate 

per  1,000  civil  population  — 15.3  as  compared  with  10.8  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths 

28 

r5 

r3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  29  (Registrar-General’s  Short  List) — Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  30  ditto  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

. . T otal 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  births 

...  0.54  per  1000  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ... 

...  0.56 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhaea  (under  2 years)  ... 

...  Nil 

There’have  been  no  cases  of  Sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  Bor- 
ough during  the  year,  neither  have  there  been  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to 
have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

The  general  health  of  the  residents  of  the  Borough  was  exceptionally  good. 

Zymotic  Diseases 

There  was  no  Diptheria  case,  2 Whooping  Cough,  2 Measles  and  4 Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified  in  the 
Borough,  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  avoid  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  state  that 
there  were  no  deaths  ; there  were  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  and  no  case  of  Pneumonia  notified. 

Immunisation  of  Children'against  Diptheria  was  carried  out. 

34  children  were  immunised,  and  30  received  reinforcement  injections  during  1947. 

The  majority  of  the  Children,  nine  months  old  and  over  that  age,  have  been  immunised  against  Dipth- 
theria,  and  the  parents  show  eagerness  in  having  it  carried  out. 

There  seems  to  be  a growing  disinclination  on  conscientious  grounds  against  Vaccination  for  protect- 
ion against  Small  Pox,  and  Pm  of  the  opinion  that  this  attitude  on  behalf  of  the  parents  is  to  be  deeply  regretted 

Tuberculosis 

1 here  were  5 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 


\ 


General  Provision  of  Health  Service  in  the  Area 

MEDICAL — One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  — One  (John  J.  Davies).  Holds  i — The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Examination  Joint  Board.  2 — The  Meat  and  other  Food 
Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Laboratory 

The  Examination  of  Swabs  from  all  suspected  cases  of  Diptheria,  and  all  samples  of  water  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  are  carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  Carmarthen,  under 
the  Medical  Research  Council. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  Infectious  Cases — There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  area,  all  cases  are  removed  in  the  ambul- 
ance provided  by  the  County  Medical  Department. 

(b)  Non-In fectious  and  Accident  Cases — A Motor  Ambulance  provided  by  the  County  Council  under 
Section  27  of  the  N.H.S.  Act  1946. 

Nursing 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  provided  for  by  the  County  Council  under  the  new  Act  provided  by  Section  25 
and  28  of  the  N.  H.S.  Act  1946. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

This  continues  to  do  very  useful  work  in  the  Town  and  District,  and  is  much  appreciated  and  found 
of  considerable  help  by  the  mothers.  The  Centre  is  well  attended,  and  keen  interest  is  taken  bv  the  mothers, 
and  officials.  Sessions  are  held  every  fortnight,  at  which  short  Lectures  are  delivered  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Afternoon  Teas  are  also  provided  for  hv  the  Committee.  There  has  been  no  developement  or  change 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  the  Borough.  The  District  Nurse  has  proved  most  useful  and 
attentive.  The  number  of  mothers  and  children  attending  has  increased. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

The  whole  district,  except  for  a few  isolated  farms,  is  supplied  with  water  from  land  springs  at  Cynant 
1,550  of  the  population  have  a service  to  their  premises  and  450  are  supplied  by  12  standpipes  situated  in  various 
parts  of  the  Town. 

The  water  from  the  source  is  conveyed  by  a 3 3/8  inch  cast-iron  main  to  two  service  reservoirs  of  com- 
bined capacity  of  150,000  gallons,  owing  to  the  corrosion  of  the  cast-iron  mains  the  quantity  of  water  flowing 
into  the  service  reservoirs  is  deminishing  rapidly  the  quantity  is  insufficient  to  provide  a constant  supply  10  the 
town. 

To  augment  this  supply,  water  is  being  pumped  by  an  electrical  pump  from  a borehole  in  Glebe  field 
Llandovery,  to  the  service  reservoirs,  this  has  been  found  by  test  pumping  to  yield  30,000  gallons  per  day  The 
quantity  of  water  from  these  two  sources  is  sufficient  for  the  present  but  in  the  near  future, and  especially  when 
the  new  main  sewerage  system  has  been  completed,  the  position  will  have  become  very  serious,  the  need  for  a 
main  source  of  supply  is  urgent. 

Many  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  Bacteriologically  the  result  was  satisfactory,  and 
chemically  was  found  to  be  of  a corrosive  nature,  a Chlorinating  plant  and  a Sodium  Carbonate  and  Sodium 
Silicate  plants  have  been  installed,  samples  of  water  taken  recently  were  described  by  the  Public  Anylist  as  “A 
water  of  excellent  organic  purity  and  a satisfactory  Bacterialogical  condition”. 

A new  4 inch  cast-iron  water  main  200  yards  long  has  been  laid  from  Queen  Street  to  the  New  Hous- 
ing site  at  Maesglas. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  Town  has  no  sewerage  system.  A few  of  the  recently  built  houses  have  drainage  systems  connec- 
ted to  cesspools,  the  majority  of  dwellings  have  the  conservancy  system  of  pail  closets,  these  are  cleaned  by  the 
occupiers  of  each  premises. 

The  refuse  water  is  conveyed  by  open  channels  to  the  street  gutters  and  soak  aways. 

The  surface  water  drainage  system  of  road  discharge  into  the  culverated  Bawddwr  streamy  passing 
through  the  town. 

The  present  system  of  sanitation  is  insufficient  and  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  an  infectious  disease 
may  prove  dangerous  to  health.  A main  sewerage  scheme  has  been  prepared,  it  is  expected  that  the  work  will 
be  started  early  in  the  new  year. 


Public  Cleansing 

All  the  house  refuse  is  removed  twice  weekly, and  deposited  by  control  tipping  method  on  the  banksofthe 
river  Towy  in  the  area  of  the  Llandilo  Rural  District  Council. 

The  cleansing  of  the  Borough  Roads  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Council  Employees,  and  the  County 
roads  by  the  Borough  Employees  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Number  ol  Dwelling  Houses  Visited  ...  ...  428 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  issued  ...  ...  49 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  37 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  issued  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  12 

Visits  to  Bake  Houses  ...  ...  ...  24 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  •••  8 

Visits  to  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Rivers  and  Streams 

The  Bawddwr  stream  from  the  river  Bran  to  the  sluice  near  Dolauhirion  has  been  cleaned  periodically 
during  the  year. 


Verminous  Premises 

Three  Verminous  premises  were  treated  during  the  year  witlvZaldecide  Solution  the  result  satisfactory 

Disinfection 

A number  of  Houses  were  disinfected  after  a number  of  infectious  diseases. 

New  Buildings 

6 plans  of  new  buildings  are  approved:-  2 Garages,  a temporary  Chapel  Vestry,  a Classroom,  a work 
shop,  a House  in  Lower  Road,  and  a Recreation  Hut  at  the  Hostel,  Brecon  Road. 

Housing 

Demolition  Orders  under  Section  ix  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  were  made  on  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5>  6,  7>  8, 
9 King’s  Arms  Street,  Llandovery. 

12  of  the  32  houses  being  erected  at  Maesglas,  Llandovery,  have  been  occupied,  the  remaining  20  will 
be  completed  in  January,  1949. 

A scheme  for  the  erection  of  8 houses  in  King’s  Arms,  is  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health  and  a further  scheme  for  22  houses  to  be  erected  on  Caefelincaaue  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

Licences 

One  Licence  has  been  issued  by  the  Council  to  build  a private  House  in  Lower  Road. 

Food  Inspection 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  the  meat  and  food  shops  durring  the  year.  No  legal  action  was 
taken  under  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts. 

Milk  Supply 

The  Milk  supply  has  been  of  good  quality.  The  following  have  been  registered  : — 


Producer  Retailer  within  the  District  ...  ...  1 

Retailers  within  the  District  ...  ...  ...  3 

Producers  within  the  District  ...  ...  ...  6 

Producer  Retailers  outside  the  District  ...  ...  4 


Total  — 14 

No  licences  have  been  issued  for  the  sale  of  Designated  Milks. 

Schools 

All  Schools  in  the  district  are  regularly  visited,  they  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  Dining  Rooms  are  always  in  a state  of  thorough'cleanliness,  the  meals  provided  are  excellent  both 
in  nutritional  value  and  quantity. 


Factories 

FACTORY  ACT  1937.  Part  i of  the  Act.  i — INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number  of 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written  notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

10 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

16 

32 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforc- 
ed by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises’ 

2 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

28 

64 

2 

Nil 

!i— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Reft 

To  H.  M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

irred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

16) 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1)  ... 
Overcrowding-  (S. 2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

>> 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

9 9 

99 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

” 

99 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 
a.  insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

39 

99 

b,  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

99 

c.  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

Nil 

9 9 

Nil 

> 9 

” 

" 

Total  ... 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

There  are  no  Outworkers  in  the  Borough  Area. 


Shop  Acts 

ra„geme„1s.ShOPSar'r'g“lar'yViSi,edf0rtheenf0rCem<int0ftheprovisionsasto  and  sanitary  ar 


Cancer 

treatmen^Cancen66"  "°  CampaiSn  ag:ainst  Ca,lcer  and  no  sPeciaI  facilities  are  available  for  the  diagnosis  and 


Tuberculosis 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1948 


Age  Period 

New  Cases 

M F M F 

Age  period 

Deaths 

M F M F 

17  years 
41-48  years 
80  years 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Nil  1 Nil  Nil 

Nil  2 Nil  Nil 

1 Nil  Nil  Nil 

19-30  years 
45-56  years 
80  years 

1 Nil  Nil  1 

2 Nil  Nil  Nil 

1 Nil  Nil  Nil 

Total 

1 3 Nil  Nil 

Total 

4 Nil  Nil  1 

The  efficiency  of  notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  thorough  and  deserves  commendation. 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1948. 


Disease 

Age 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Anterior  Polio-Myelitis  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 

9- 11  years 

12  months  to  5 years 
3-5  years 

10- 15  years 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

10 

2 

Nil 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks,  to  our  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  valuable  assistance  during  the  year. 

I remain 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  PRICE,  M D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Llandovery  Borough. 


